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Synopsis

Adam Smith’s The Wealth of Nations was recognized as a landmark of human thought upon its
publication in 1776. As the first scientific argument for the principles of political economy, it is the
point of departure for all subsequent economic thought. Smith’s theories of capital accumulation,
growth, and secular change, among others, continue to be influential in modern economics.This
reprint of Edwin Cannan’s definitive 1904 edition of The Wealth of Nations includes Cannan’s
famous introduction, notes, and a full index, as well as a new preface written especially for this
edition by the distinguished economist George J. Stigler. Mr. Stigler’s preface will be of value for

anyone wishing to see the contemporary relevance of Adam Smith’s thought.
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Customer Reviews

The Wealth Of Nations was recognized as a landmark of human though upon its publication in
1776. As the first scientific argument for the principles of political economy, it is the point of

departure for all subsequent economic thought.

| am not going to comment on the actual content of the Wealth of Nations, but instead on this
particular edition of it. This edition by the University of Chicago Press is one of the few complete
editions on the market today (and, its completeness shows, as it is quite hefty). It is essentially a
facsimile of the 1904 edition by Edwin Cannan, with Cannan’s original introduction. It also includes a
new preface by the economist George J. Stigler. Both the preface and the introduction are fairly

useful in laying out the main ideas that influenced Adam Smith in the writing of the Wealth of



Nations. For its size and completeness, this edition is also quite cheap. It is perfect for anyone
wishing to have the Wealth of Nations in its totality. Students (like me!) will also find it quite useful in

their studies.

Forget Krugman. This is a real economist. Adam smith makes a real examination of human
behavior rather than a simple statement of spend here cut there. He lays out the fundamental
principles behind capitalism, and markets in general. If you don’t know Adam Smith you don’t know

economics.

Good version of this timeless text. Not sure why most of the others leave off the last volume. The

introductory information written by the editor helped me understand Smith’s objectives better.

A much better edition than many of the currently available online. If you’re serious about Smith’s

thought then this is worth a look.

Purchased brand new book and got just that! Shipped very quickly. | would recommend.

Most complete reference to understand origin of capitalism

fabulous for making you go to sleep at night. | use it when nothing else works. Besides this, it's an

essential primer. :)

Excellent book for all Political Economy scholars or junkies. This couple with Karl Marx Capital Vol.

1 are essential books.
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